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Please sign a letter of support for the Trafficking Survivors Relief Act of 2016 (S. 
3441 and H.R. 6292) 
 

  
On September 28, 2016, Senators Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY) and Rob Portman (R-OH), 
and Congresswomen Ann Wagner (R-MO) and Tulsi Gabbard (D-HI), introduced new 
bipartisan legislation, the Trafficking Survivors Relief Act of 2016, which enables 
human trafficking victims to vacate and expunge non-violent federal and District of 
Columbia criminal convictions for those crimes that were committed as a direct 
result of the individual being a victim of trafficking.  
 
This bill has been prioritized by the National Survivor Network. To read their press 
release on this legislation, click here. 
 
Criminal convictions for trafficking victims create insurmountable barriers to the very 
support systems that survivors need to recover. A survey by the National Survivor 
Network (NSN) published in 2016 indicated that 80% of trafficking survivors surveyed 
had lost or not received employment because of their criminal convictions and 50% 
had suffered from barriers to accessing housing. Many survivors interact with law 
enforcement in various states as they are trafficked across the country. Without 
available relief in each estate and federally, many survivors will continue to be barred 
from services necessary to their recovery.  
 
Survivors in the District of Columbia stand as the largest population to be helped by 
this law. The Amara Legal Center, Fair Girls and Courtney's House all currently have 
clients who are District of Columbia residents who would immediately and directly 
benefit from the passage of this Act. The District of Columbia currently has an avenue 
to seal criminal records however, that avenue is an inadequate relief for survivors. 
Records are sealed for reasons unrelated to the coercion suffered by survivors. 
Moreover, a host of non-violent offenses are ineligible for sealing. Even if a survivor 
successfully has his or her records sealed, those records can still be accessed by 
certain governmental agencies and can continue to follow the survivor for the rest of 
his or her life. This Act would speedily remedy the shortcomings of the current D.C. law 
and provide for a robust avenue for survivors to rebuild their lives. Opportunities for 
employment, housing and education once unjustly closed to them will be opened, 
allowing them to provide for themselves and their families. 
 
The Amara Legal Center, FAIR Girls, and Courtney’s House have each endorsed this 
bill as members of the community and organizations serving survivors of human 
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trafficking in the District of Columbia and are asking other organizations to do the 
same. 
 
This bill contains the following important provisions: 
 

 A person convicted of non-violent federal and District of Columbia 
offenses may petition a court to vacate the arrests and/or convictions if the 
person’s participation in the offense was the direct result of having been a 
victim of trafficking; 

 If a court grants the motion to vacate, the court vacates the arrest and/or 
conviction, enters a judgment of acquittal, and expunges the record; 

 The trafficking victim’s identity is protected; no officer or employee may make 
public any document or image that identifies the victim; and 

 Specified procedural processes to ensure that trafficking victims can establish 
eligibility for this provision by providing certified criminal or immigration court 
proceedings or law enforcement records demonstrating that the individual was a 
victim of trafficking at the time they were charged with the trafficking-related 
offense. If this information is not available, other testimony and sworn 
statements can also establish eligibility as many trafficking victims will not have 
official documentation because of the nature of human trafficking crimes. 
 

Please sign on to support this important legislation through this link, no later than 
December 15th, 2016. For individual persons wishing to pledge support, please 
go here. 
 
To read the full letter click here. 
 
To read a factsheet about this legislation click here. 
 
To read the full bill text click here. 
 
For questions, please contact: 
 
Erin Andrews 
Director of Policy 
FAIR Girls 
eandrews@fairgirls.org  
 
Nathaniel Erb 
Policy Council to Courtney's House 
Erb & Associates 
nate@nathanielerb.com  
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