
 



Letter from the Executive DirectorDirector 

Dear Friends, Colleagues, and Amara Supporters, 

2020 was a year of economic, social, racial, and political upheaval 
and unrest, forcing all of us to make changes — big and small — to 
our daily lives. Through it all, I have tried to focus on the 
opportunities presented by these challenging times. The instability 
of the last year helped me appreciate the stability in the support 
Amara receives from each of you. Thanks to our partners and 
supporters; staff, interns and volunteers; grantors and donors, we are able to advance 
Amara’s mission to provide free trauma-informed legal representation, access to 
support services, and advocacy for a more equitable legal system for individuals 
impacted by sex trafficking or involved in sex work in the DC-metro area. 

While everyone has had to adjust to the multitude of crises plaguing our nation and our 
communities, Amara’s clients have had to make lose-lose choices in increasingly grim 
social and economic circumstances. For some, this extended period of quarantining and 
social distancing trapped them in living situations with those who exploit and abuse 
them. Anecdotal evidence suggests traffickers are forcing their victims to engage in 
other activities like pornography when financial returns for sex work are not enough. Sex 
work as a means of survival deteriorated during the pandemic as sex workers’ clients 
experienced economic hardships; and for sex workers who are able to continue working, 
exposure to infection and even death from COVID-19 is a real possibility.    

In the face of this turmoil, Amara worked vigorously to make sure our clients and 
prospective clients knew about and could access our services whenever they were ready 
and able to seek our help. Although nothing replaces in-person service delivery, Amara 
successfully transitioned our entire operation onto virtual platforms as of mid-March, 
continuing to provide high-quality legal services to our clients.  

Our amazing staff served 141 clients with 191 case matters, conducted 24 educational 
training sessions for community and social service partners, and continued their 
advocacy and coalition work, all from remote locations.  I am extraordinarily proud of the 
Amara staff team whose day-to-day work makes a real difference in our clients’ lives:   
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• Caroline Ackerman joined Amara as a staff attorney in August 2019, with 
experience litigating child neglect and abuse cases for the New York City 
Administration for Children’s Services. Licensed to practice in Maryland, Caroline 
leads Amara’s heavy and still growing casework in jurisdictions throughout the 
state. In addition to providing excellent direct legal service, Caroline produced the 
go-to training resource for DC attorneys pursuing vacatur and expungement for 
their trafficking survivor clients, and she conducts regular training webinars to 
spread the news of the availability of legal relief. In her time at Amara, Caroline 
has already represented a survivor in a jury trial against their trafficker, supported 
survivors in regaining custody and visitation of their children, provided victim-
advocacy to a dozen survivors, and assisted survivors in expunging their criminal 
records.  

• In December of 2019, Christine Greene joined Amara as a staff attorney, bringing 
a wealth of experience after having practiced family and domestic law in the 
private sector.  Licensed to practice law in both DC and Maryland, Christine 
focuses her client service work primarily in DC. Through her leadership and desire 
for collaboration among service providers, Christine facilitated new partnerships 
with Howard University School of Law’s Fair Housing Clinic, Friendship Place, The 
Safe Sisters Circle, and Calvary Women’s Services.   

• Promoted to staff attorney in 2020 after serving two years on staff as our Equal 
Justice Works Crime Victims Justice Corp Fellow, Dena Shayne continued to be a 
key player in managing Amara’s collaboration with the Sex Worker Advocates 
Coalition and ensuring sex worker rights were at the forefront of our discussions.  
Dena provided legal services to clients in DC, support on Maryland cases, and 
advocacy for improved equitable policies that would benefit our client population. 

• Sidney McCoy joined our team as a staff attorney in June 2019. Licensed to 
practice in Virginia, she has been steadily building Amara’s practice in Northern 
Virginia, while overseeing Amara’s intake coordinator, and working steadily to 
educate members of the Commonwealth’s General Assembly about the 
importance of expanding legal relief options available to trafficking survivors. 
Sidney’s dedication to founding, incorporating, and now sitting on the board of the 
Virginia Coalition Against Human Trafficking has allowed Amara to gain 
recognition throughout the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
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• In March, Amara welcomed Tawny Bush to the Amara team as its first-ever 
dedicated intake coordinator. Bringing twenty years of experience providing 
community support through dedicated case management, mental health 
services, and advocacy for marginalized populations, Tawny has taken Amara’s 
“warm hand-off” policy to the next level. Tawny’s professionalism, deep 
experience, and community ties have expanded Amara’s capacity and 
capabilities to provide clients with thoughtful case management and connected 
clients with available social services that address their unique needs.   

After nearly three years serving as Amara’s Executive Director, I am incredibly proud of 
how much this organization has grown, how much farther our footprint has grown in the 
DC-metropolitan area, and how many survivors of sex trafficking and sex workers have 
been able to pursue self-determined lives with the support of the free legal services we 
provide. As rewarding as my time with Amara in an executive leadership position has 
been, I have realized my passion lies within providing direct client service. I am leaving 
Amara to return to the practice of law. With mixed emotions, I made the difficult decision 
to resign from Amara to return to my calling in a role dedicated entirely to the practice of 
law.   

I leave with confidence in Amara’s future, knowing the organization has the benefit of a 
strong team, the support of a dedicated Board of Directors, and as of February 16, the 
leadership of a new and experienced Executive Director, Carole Bernard.   

Amara has accomplished so much since its founding in 2013, and under Carole’s 
leadership, the Amara team will continue to advance positive changes in the lives of our 
clients and in the policies that impact them throughout the legal system in the District of 
Columbia, Maryland, and Virginia. Thank you for your support, which has made our 
progress possible.  
  

Sincerely, 

Llamilet 
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Amara’s Legal Service Program 

Amara Legal Center provides free trauma-informed legal representation, access 
to support services, and advocacy for a more equitable legal system for 
individuals impacted by sex trafficking or involved in sex work in the DC-metro 
area. Most of Amara’s clients are U.S.-born cis- and trans-women between the 
ages of 13 and 29 who are also survivors of sex trafficking. Since its founding in 
2013, Amara has provided free legal services to over 500 individuals in the DC-
metropolitan area. 

 
Our Clients 

 

 

Female 78.8%

Male 14.9%

Transgender 
2.8%

Not Reported 3.5%

DC Residents  
60.6%

Virginia Residents 
11%

Maryland Residents 
28.4%
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Amara provides representation for some of the most common legal needs for 
sex trafficking survivors and sex workers: criminal record sealing; criminal 
defense; family law, including custody, child support, divorce; name changes; 
civil protection orders; and victim-witness advocacy. Amara provides brief legal 
advice, limited-scope representation, full representation, referrals to social 
services nonprofits, and referrals to other legal service providers when we cannot 
provide the appropriate legal service. 

 

Criminal Record Sealing/ Expungements 
17.6%

Other Legal Matters  
15.3%

Case Management 
6.4%

Victim-Witness Advocacy  
11.8%

Criminal Defense 
12.4%

Civil Protection Orders 
12.4%

Family Law 
21.7%
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FAMILY LAW 
Sex trafficking survivors and sex workers often need legal representation to 
address Family Law matters, including separation, divorce, child custody and 
support, guardianship, or adoption. The trafficking experience can seriously 
damage even the strongest family units. Similarly, negative attitudes toward sex 
work in general can lead public service agencies and courts to target and 
discriminate against sex workers.    

A significant portion of Amara’s work is dedicated to clients’ efforts to regain 
custody of their children, providing the tools and support required to navigate 
difficult, confusing, and life-altering civil actions. Throughout the process, Amara 
connects its clients to partner legal services organizations, mental health 
professionals, and social services agencies to ensure that they can be in the best 
position to lead their lives free of the stigma, harm, and destruction they have 
endured. 

APRIL’S STORY 
This year, we helped “April,” a child sex 
trafficking survivor, regain custody of her 
one-year-old daughter. For April, leaving 
her daughter in an aunt's care was 
necessary until she got herself clean and 
found suitable housing for her and her 
daughter.  

Unfortunately, when April returned a few 
months later to take her daughter home, 
her aunt refused to give her daughter 
back. Although April contacted the police, 
they were unresponsive due to her criminal 
record. Thankfully, April was working with a partner service provider who was 
providing her emotional and case management support, and her case manager 
contacted us.  
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An Amara attorney met with April to assess her case. Because April’s aunt did not 
have legal custody of her daughter, we contacted the police who went to the 
aunt’s residence, retrieved the child, and that same night reunited April with her 
daughter. Our staff attended the reunification meeting, provided the client with a 
ride home, took April to purchase groceries, and coordinated donations of 
clothing, a stroller, and other items. We are happy to report April and her 
daughter are still together and moving forward with their lives.  

VICTIM-WITNESS ADVOCACY 
Washington, DC; Maryland; and Virginia have all codified their own Victim’s Bill of 
Rights, identifying the fundamental principles for treating victims of crime fairly 
and with dignity and respect for their privacy during criminal cases. Yet, without 
an advocate to ensure compliance with the Victim’s Bills of Rights, police, 
prosecutors, and judges often run afoul of protections afforded to victims. 

When clients decide to pursue charges against their traffickers, Amara provides 
victim-witness advocacy to ensure our clients’ rights are honored, their wishes 
clearly communicated, and their boundaries respected. This includes preparing 
them for all aspects of required interactions with law enforcement, prosecutors, 
and the courts, as well as the prospect of confronting their abusers in court; 
seeking immunity for clients who were forced to commit crimes during their 
victimization; and advocating for our clients’ protection, creating safety plans 
and seeking protective orders for our clients from their abusers.  

REFLECTIONS OF A VICTIM-WITNESS 
As I sit in the hallway, looking at the doors I’ll walk through, I imagine the faces I’ll 
see inside the room. Almost all of them will be the faces of strangers. But there is 
one face I know I’ll recognize. The face of my abuser is one I know I’ll never forget 
no matter how much I want it to disappear from my memory. I can’t control who 
I’ll see when I walk through those doors any more than I can control what 
happened to me. So, I think about the things I can control. 
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Today, I’m reading my victim impact statement. I thought testifying was the only 
time I’d speak in court, but my lawyer told me that, at the sentencing hearing, I’d 
be able tell the judge about what I’m still going through. The truth is that my 
physical injuries aren’t the only things I’m recovering from. I don’t know if I can 
ever feel safe again: when I’m walking home, taking my kids to the park, even 
sitting at home with the doors and windows locked. I feel like I can never let my 
guard down.  

At first, I was worried about sharing even more with a room full of strangers—
cracking open my pain again and again—but I’ve also thought so much about 
what I didn’t get to say when I testified. I want the judge to know what happened 
to me isn’t over. I’m still surviving. 

POST-CONVICTION RELIEF 
A criminal record can make securing stable housing, obtaining legal 
employment, enrolling in education, or qualifying for public benefits a nearly 
insurmountable challenge. The inability to pass a background check prevents 
our clients from accessing important resources and subjects them to 
unnecessary stigma and shame. Sex workers often face housing insecurity and 
sexual harassment due to their history of arrests, charges, or convictions for 
solicitation and prostitution.  

Instead of receiving support to overcome their trauma, survivors of sex trafficking 
often are unidentified and arrested, prosecuted, and convicted for crimes linked 
to their trafficking experience. Amara represents individuals who seek post-arrest 
and post-conviction relief from the barriers stemming from their criminal record, 
including expungement, record sealing, and vacatur. Amara’s attorneys work 
with clients to assess their eligibility for relief, gather appropriate evidence, and 
follow up with record-keeping agencies to ensure compliance with court orders.  

LISA’S STORY 
At 21 years old, “Lisa” was pregnant with her trafficker's child when she was 
arrested for prostitution. Her assigned public defender reached out to Amara 
because he thought Lisa might be a sex trafficking survivor.  
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Indeed, prosecutors had missed the red flags in the charging document: Lisa told 
police that her male "co-defendant" hit her and he “shared” her earnings; a gun 
was found under the bed of the hotel room where Lisa was arrested; and the 
male "co-defendant" was wearing a black fur jacket draped over his shoulder, a 
gold chain, a gold pendant, a three-piece suit, and leather shoes. While four 
women were found in the hotel room that day, only the two black women were 
arrested and charged; unfortunately for Lisa, she was one of those women. 

Fortunately, Lisa’s assigned public defender received training from an Amara 
attorney on identifying survivors of sex trafficking and referred Lisa to Amara. 
Amara was able to represent Lisa. With Lisa’s permission, we shared her 
trafficking experience with the prosecutor and pointed out the red flags. The 
prosecutor dropped the case, and we were able to assist Lisa in expunging the 
case from her record. While ultimately Lisa had a "successful" result, she should 
never have been charged.   

CRIMINAL DEFENSE 
Many of Amara’s clients have been charged with prostitution or related charges, 
even when their involvement in commercial sex was against their will. Because 
criminal records pose significant barriers to securing employment, obtaining 
stable housing and receiving other vital services such as mental healthcare, the 
availability of excellent criminal defense can literally be the difference between 
life and death.  

LISA’S STORY (continued) 
Each year, we provide support to clients who were not identified as survivors 
when they were arrested, incarcerated, and convicted of crimes they were forced 
to commit while they were being trafficked. For example, “Lisa” faced these same 
barriers when the police and prosecutors missed the clear red flags of trafficking. 
Amara was able to expunge two cases for her including her criminal case. This 
cleared the way for a housing background check and removed potential issues 
when she testified against her trafficker.  
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Meet Our 2020 Staff 

Llamilet Gutierrez 
Executive Director 
 

Caroline Ackerman 
Staff Attorney (MD) 
 

Christine Greene,  
Staff Attorney (DC and MD) 

 

Sidney McCoy 
Virginia Staff Attorney (VA) 
 

Dena Shayne 
Staff Attorney (DC) 
 

Tawny Bush 
Intake Coordinator 
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Meet Our Officers and Directors 

Sakala Rutherford, Board President 
Training and Communications Analyst, Fannie Mae 

 

Cynthia Fox, Board Vice President 
Independent Nonprofit Development Consultant 

 

Rachel Martin, Board Treasurer 
Employee Benefits Investigator, Federal Government 

 

David DiGiovanna, Board Secretary 
Retired Foreign Service Officer, Department of State 
            
 

Rachel Ament 
Senior Copywriter / Copyeditor, Sensis 
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Katelyn Crawford 
Team Lead Strategic Planner, Spectrum Engineering Group 
  

 

Matthew Lannan 
Transaction Advisory Services, 
Transaction Tax Manager, EY 
 

Radha Mohan 
Policy Advisor and Associate, Brownstein Hyatt  
Farber Schreck 

 

Lori Sims 
Program Management Analyst, Department of  
Homeland Security 
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2020 List of Partnering Organizations (alphabetical) 

Asian Pacific American Legal Resource Center 
Ayuda 
Bread for the City 
Break the Cycle 
CARECEN (Central American Resource Center) 
Catholic Charities USA 
Christian Legal Aid of the District of Columbia 
Courtney’s House 
D.C. Bar Pro Bono Center 
DC Law Students in Court 
DC Volunteer Lawyers Project 
DV LEAP 
Fair Chance 
Fair Girls 
Georgetown University Health Justice Alliance 
HIPS 
Howard University School of Law Fair Housing Clinic 
Legal Aid Society of the District of Columbia 
Legal Counsel for the Elderly 
Neighborhood Legal Services Program 
Network for Victim Recovery of DC 
Prince George’s County Family Justice Center 
Reset 180 
Sasha Bruce 
Smyal 
The Safe Sisters Circle 
Turn Around 
Tzedek DC 
Victim Legal Network of DC 
Whitman-Walker Health 
Zoe’s Doors Drop-In Center 
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2020 Coalitions (alphabetical)   
DC Coalition for Girls 
DC Coalition to End Sexual Violence 
DC DV Advocates 
DC Human Trafficking Task Force 
DC VAN 
East of the River Casehandlers 
Fair Budget Coalition     
Family Law Casehandlers 
Maryland Human Trafficking Task Force 
Montgomery County Human Trafficking Prevention Committee 
Northern Virginia Human Trafficking Task Force 
Prince George’s County Human Trafficking Task Force 
Sex Worker Advocates Coalition 
Virginia Coalition Against Human Trafficking 
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Thank you, Amara Supporters! 

Contributions from people just like you are at the core of Amara Legal Center’s 
origin story. In September 2013, a small group of lawyers, social workers, business 
leaders, and community organizers came together in recognition of the lack of 
legal services available to sex trafficking survivors and sex workers in the 
Washington, DC region. Wanting to make a difference, they collaborated to 
establish the framework of Amara as a nonprofit organization specifically 
designed to meet the unique needs of this marginalized and underserved 
community. 

It wasn’t easy. At that time, our founding executive director built the organization 
from the ground up and handled all the case work, financing this work by renting 
out her apartment and sleeping on her couch. Within a couple of years, the depth 
of the need and the quality of her work was recognized by grants awarded by the 
U.S. Department of Justice Office of Victims of Crime, the DC Office of Victims 
Services and Justice Grants, and the DC Bar Foundation, to name a few.  
Significant grants like these allowed Amara to transition from what was 
admittedly a one-person shop to a viable and stable legal service provider. In 
2020, Amara’s services were provided by six full-time paid staff who are 
recognized as experts in this field.  

But as important as those grants were then, and continue to be today, we could 
not do this work without the financial support provided by individual donors like 
you. Your dollars underwrite critical functions that grants often won’t support.  
With your support, Amara has become a notable presence in the DC-
metropolitan area as a community advocate for racial justice and criminal 
justice reform.   

Thank you! 
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List of FY20 IndividualDonors(alphabetical) 

 

Suruchi Ahuja 
Rachel Ament 
Mark Ament 
Sue Ament 
Janet Antoine 
Stacy-Ann Aquilino 
Maya Athreya 
Kristine Atwater 
Geoffrey Aurini 
Laurie Ballenger 
Kibuchi Banfield 
Lynn Bartels 
Lauren Belcher 
Katelyn Belz 
Kamila Benzina 
Rich Bergmann 
Pramod Bharadwaj 
Maria Blaeuer 
Bonita Boulware 
Ebonique Boyd 
Brandi Brehon 
Christine Brown 
Joyce Bylander 
Latisha Carr 
Lauren Carranza 
Valeria Carranza 
Heather Champion 
Amy Chang 
Shannon Cheetham 
Mikail Chowdhury 

Sarah Claus 
Sally Colella 
Tracey Conaty 
Katelyn Crawford 
Todd Crawford 
Krystine Curtis 
Sonika Data 
David Dawson  
Lowell and Virginia Denning 
AJ Dhali 
David DiGiovanna 
Jeannette Dixon 
Christina Drostin 
Diane Duff 
Alan Edmiaston 
Anna Elder 
Kelley Ellsworth 
Jamie Finch 
Traci Flemons 
Joshua Folb 
Paul Fore 
Tara Fortier 
Cynthia Fox 
Brad Fox 
Giles Fox 
Cara Gardner 
Christopher Garvie 
Adrienne Gaskins 
Mary Gjondla 
Kayla Gonzalez 
Christine Greene 
Lindsay Greesard 
Llamilet Gutierrez 
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Jennifer Gutierrez-Caldwell 
Carla Hairston 
Laurie Hall 
Christopher Hartmann 
Chris Hertz 
Gregory Hitz 
Lori Holhenleitner 
Amy Hubbard 
Mee Hye Hwang 
Marcia Jackson 
Rachel Jollie 
Brittany Jones 
Christopher Kaiser 
Rathi Kodihal 
Wes Kull 
Rollins Kylene 
Christina Lane 
Adriane Lanier
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Robert Lee 
Jason Lessans  
Debra Lessans 
Fran Lewis 
Caitlin Loftus 
Brian Maney 
Lindsay Martin 
Barbara Martin 
Rachel Martin 
Charlotte Martin 
Thomas Mastrelli 
Zachary Matheson 
Kira McCall 
Ashley McFarland  
Diane Messina 
Radha Mohan 
Delfina Montalvan 
Dana Mueller 
Ann Nawaz 
Julie Niemczura 
Andrew Nodes 
Darla Nolan 
Padmashri Nonabur Krishnamurthy 
Jennifer Park 
Ishaan Patel 
Seth Peavey 
Burgundy Peters 
Charles Piazza 
Tatianna Portalatin 
Colber Prosper 
Stacie Reimer 
Doris Reimer 
Greg Reisler 
Conrad Risher 
Alicia Rodriguez 
Oxana Romanyuk 
Paul Ross 
Faith Roy

Sakala Rutherford 
George Rutherford 
Jonathan Scanlon 
Michael Cooperman and Maria Schiff 
Lisa Schreihart 
Pei-Chung Shen 
Katey Shirey 
Jay Simms 
Rasoul Simms 
Lori Sims 
Sarah Sinsabaugh 
Maggie Sizer 
Sebastian Smoot 
Sandra Sparks 
Catherine Starzman 
Anita Stephan 
Asafu Suzuki 
Cliff Thrasher 
Julie Thomas 
Anh Vu 
Victoria Walker 
Victoria Wassmer 
Tyler Wasson 
Sarah Wiesner 
Erica Williams 
Ayanna Williams 
Caitlin Wolf 
Jacqueline Zais 

Organizations, Companies, and Grant Funders 
Alves Family Charity 
Blackthorn Foundation 
Brown Family Charitable Fund 
Community Foundation of Northern Virginia 
DC Bar Foundation  
DC Government Office of Victim Services and Justice Grants 
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund 
Gather, Inc. 
McGuire Woods 
Morris & Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation 
Nora Roberts Foundation 
Pledgeling Foundation 
Sterne Kessler Goldstein & Fox 
United Way of the National Capital Area 
U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs 
Venable Foundation 
Women’s Bar Association Foundation 
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2020 Financials 

Income 

 

 

Expenses 

 

 

 

Programming 
78.1% 

$534,174

Administration 
16.2% 

$110,699

Financial information available 
upon request. 
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Fundraising 
5.7% 

$39,318
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Stay Connected to Amara 

 

 

@amaralegal 

Please subscribe to our monthly newsletter for news, programming updates, 
and more. You can also visit www.amaralegal.org for more information on our 
services, team, and principles.

@amaralegal @amaralegal

19

https://www.facebook.com/amaralegal
https://www.instagram.com/amaralegal/
https://amaralegal.dm.networkforgood.com/forms/join-amara-s-mailing-list
http://www.amaralegal.org
https://twitter.com/AmaraLegal

