
 

The Amara Legal Center envision a society where our clients are free from stigma,
violence, oppression, exploitation, and criminalization.

 

 
Virginia Governor Signs Historic Vactur Bill

 

 

 

Sex trafficking survivors should not be criminalized for committing crimes resulting from their
status as victims. This is not only a racial justice issue, but also a human rights issue. The
Virginia Coalition Against Human Trafficking (VCAHT) advocates have championed this issue
for years through their education and advocacy efforts. 
 
On July 7, 2021, VCAHT advocates and Delegate Karrie Delaney(D) District 67 joined
Virginia Governor Ralph Northam (D) at the ceremonial bill signing of HB2133. House Bill
2133, which provides a Writ of Vacatur for victims of sex trafficking in the Commonwealth of
Virginia, allows survivors’ convictions related to their trafficking to be vacated and expunged
from their record. This permits survivors to secure employment, education, and access other
resources on the journey to self-determination and completeness. Criminal record relief also
allows survivors to free themselves of the stigmatization of being labeled a criminal for crimes
they were forced to commit. 
 
Amara thanks Governor Northam, Delegate Karrie Delaney, the bill patron; Sidney McCoy,
Amara's Staff Attorney & Policy Counsel, VCAHT co-founder and Vice President; and all of
the advocates for their commitment to making this bill a reality!



Pictured above (front row l-r): Patrick McKenna, VCAHT President and Founder of Human
Trafficking Justice & Freedom International; Delegate Karrie Delaney (D) District 67; Tiffany
McGee, Founder/CEO of Survivor Ventures; Survivor Advocate Shenika Cuffee; Survivor
Advocate Heather Rapp; and Survivor Advocate Julia Hubbard.
 
(Back row l-r): Survivor Advocate Olivia Reposa; Governor Ralph Northam (D); Survivor
Advocate Alaina Edouards; Sidney McCoy, Amara Legal Center Staff Attorney & Policy
Counsel and VCAHT Vice President. 

Welcome New Intake and Training Administrator

Please join Amara in welcoming Shardé Hoff as our new
Intake and Training Administrator. Shardé joined us this
summer as an Amara Fellow, and we are delighted to have
her join the team in this capacity.
 
In this position, Shardé will serve as the point of contact for
Amara's clients seeking services and manage the intake and
referral process. She will support our staff attorneys with
legal cases, connect our clients with support and resources
by referring individuals to our social service provider
partners, and manage our data collection and reporting
process.

Shardé also will oversee our training program, coordinating trainings for social service
providers and other targeted groups such as law enforcement, medical professionals, and
school personnel. She will outreach to organizations to create new partnerships that will
foster collaboration and enhance our collective efforts to support survivors of sex trafficking
and others harmed by the commercial sex industry.
 
Shardé obtained her bachelor of science in Interdisciplinary Studies, with a concentration in
Neuro-psychology, from the University of Maryland Baltimore County. As an undergrad,
Shardé worked at the nonprofit organization, the E. Diane Champé Institute and grew her



passion for fighting for the rights of survivors of sexual abuse. In May 2019, she graduated
from Howard University School of Law. 

More Amara Team Updates

We have appointed Maryland Staff Attorney Caroline Ackerman
to Managing Attorney of Client Access & Intake.
 
In this role, Caroline supervises the Intake and Training
Administrator and is responsible for ensuring the quality and
integrity of Amara’s interfaces with our clients and referral
partners. She will oversee the design and management of
organizational processes, procedures, and technology systems
used to qualify potential clients for legal services. Caroline will
continue to provide legal services to our Maryland clients,
including brief legal counsel and advice, and she will supervise
volunteer attorneys and law students as needed to fulfill the

needs of the organization. Caroline serves as the Chair of the Prince George's County
Human Trafficking Task Force Legislative Subcommittee.
 
Caroline completed a law and policy internship at Amara in 2014. She earned her Bachelor of
Science at Georgetown University where she studied international human rights and gender-
based violence. She holds a J.D. from Fordham University School of Law where she
volunteered for the Fordham University Domestic Violence Action Center and advocated on
behalf of survivors of domestic violence in Family Court. Prior to joining Amara, Caroline
litigated child neglect and abuse cases for the New York City Administration for Children’s
Services.  

We also have appointed Caitlyn Burnitis, our other Maryland
Staff Attorney, as our new Lead Maryland Attorney. 

In this position, Caitlyn will oversee Amara's Maryland legal
cases. She will provide legal advice, advocacy, and
representation on civil and criminal cases in Maryland state
courts including criminal record expungement, civil protection
orders, child custody, divorce, name changes, criminal
defense, and victim-witness advocacy. Caitlyn also
participates in several coalition and task force meetings.

Caitlyn completed a legal internship with Amara in 2019 and earned her Bachelor of Science
in Telecommunications with a Minor in Non-Profit Organizational Leadership from the
University of Florida. She holds a J.D. from the University of Miami School of Law. While in
law school, Caitlyn founded the Miami Law Alliance Against Human Trafficking and was a
member of the Human Rights Clinic, where she worked on addressing systemic issues of
gender-based violence. 

Client Success Story

Many of Amara's clients are mothers with young children; some are teen mothers. They come
to Amara seeking protective orders against their traffickers, divorce from their abusers,



custody of their children, support on their journeys towards healing, and more. The client
story below about "Betsy," one of our clients, represents the type of legal matters we address
to help our clients live self-determined lives. We have changed the client's name to protect
her identity. 

Amara represented "Betsy," a teen mother of a 2-year old, in
a criminal case. She had been charged with theft, as a result
of activities she committed while being trafficked. She felt
alone and scared, but knew that she wanted more for herself
and her child. An Amara staff attorney discussed the legal
issues with "Betsy," informed her of her legal rights, and
negotiated a Deferred Prosecution Agreement (DPA) with the
Assistant United States Attorney. A DPA is an agreement
between a person or a company that sets out certain
conditions that must be met. The conditions are detailed
specifically in the DPA and if they are met a person can have
their charges dismissed.
 
We are happy to report that Betsy successfully completed the
terms of her DPA, the court released her from probation and
dismissed the charge. She continues to move forward on her
journey towards healing, while caring for her beautiful child.
She no longer has to fear being convicted of a crime that
could follow her forever. She also no longer has to worry
about being saddled with a criminal record that might prevent
her from giving her child the opportunities that all mothers
seek for their children. Betsy can now pursue and reach her
goals without the barriers and stigma that a criminal
conviction brings.

If you need help or know of someone who can benefit from Amara's trauma-informed
legal services, please don't hesitate to contact us! We are here to support you
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